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You should consider the following when using the KF5VH AllStar Repeater (145.370) during an area wide 

power outage or an outage that impacts one or more receiver locations. 

A) The 537 is actually six cross band repeaters 

B) Five of the six (the remote receivers) switch to battery operation during a power outage 

C) One of the six (the master transmitter site) switches to battery and then generator power 

D) The five receivers consume some power when idle, so the batteries will go down over time even if the 

repeater is totally quiet. 

E) The five receivers consume much more power when they are repeating your signal to the main 

transmitter.  So, the more you use a receiver (when you talk to it, it also transmits) the faster the 

batteries go down (if you can crossband, do it!). 

F) The receivers will probably go “Out Of Service (OOS)” one at a time based on its use.  The receivers will 

probably not all fail at the same time. 

G) If the receiver you are using goes OOS … your physical location might allow you to use a different 

remote receiver.  There is partial coverage overlap in the design. [This would also be true also if a 

single receiver was down for any reason.] 

H) At some point you will: 1) not be able to hit any working receiver or 2) all receivers will have exhausted 

their batteries and gone OOS. 

I) A last resort connection is possible if: 

a. Your radio is 2 Meter / 440 capable (or you have two radios with one on each band) 

b. You can program the radio to transmit on 440 and receive on 2 Meters.  This is easy to do on 

most radios with dual VFOs.  (You should program this setup into a memory (or two)) 

c. Transmit on 446.950 MHz with a PL tone of 136.5 

d. Receive on 145.370 (optional: with a RX PL tone of 103.5) 

e. If you have sufficient transmit power and antenna performance you will key the main 

transmitter site directly  

J) The cross band mode can be used non-emergency. 

K) See the document “Using the AllStar 537 SkyWarn Repeater” for additional information. 

Questions should be directed to KF5VH at mahler@louisiana.edu  

The latest documentation is always available at http://KF5VH.com 

What we have to avoid here, is a Failure to Communicate! 


